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The people of Chatan's love and generosity t

owards their neighbors

In 1840, East Asia, incliding China, was entering a period of upheaval due to the
expansion of Western countries. At that time, the British East India Company transport ship
Indian Oak was wrecked by a typhoon. It washed ashore on the coast of the then Ryukyu
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Kingdom’s Chatan Magiri (Ulanda Hiji). At that time, looting of shipwrecks was common in
both Asia and Europe. However, the people of Chatan rescued the 67 crew members while
putting their own lives in danger, secured their cargo and even provided food, clothing and

shelter for the 45 days before the ship was able to sail again.

When the crew returned home, they told the story to an English magazine and praised it,
describing it as being like the Good Samaritans in Jesus' parable of love for one's neighbor.
The Indian Oak's logbook is still preserved in the British Museum's Nautical Records and
Logbooks. This philanthropic spirit of the Chatan villagers made the Ryukyu Kingdom

known to the world and became the impetus for Perry's Black Ship to sail to Okinawa.
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Ryukyu's Most Famous Monk
Chatan Choro (?~1652),

The Zen monk Nanyoshokou was a famous monk who is said to have
introduced Zen Buddhism of the Myoshinji school of the Rinzai sect to
Ryukyu for the first time. He was intelligent from an early age, and after
entering the priesthood at the age of 13, he went to the mainland at the age
of 19 and traveled around the country. After that, he became the chief priest
of Shuri Kenzenji Temple, and even after retiring, he preached the way of
Buddhism through interaction with the common people. Chatan Choro
(Elder), who devoted himself to social welfare and was widely admired by the
people, was buried with dignity on a sacred small hill called Mt. Choro after
his death. Even now, on September 15th of the lunar calendar, a memorial
service is held at Mt. Choro in Camp Zukeran in his honour.
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Legendary Female Singer Chatan Moshi
(date of birth and death unknown)

Moshi Chatan is known as one of the three major female poets of Ryukyu. According
to Ryuka Hyakurei, “If Chatan Moshi sings, it will be good to hear the birds flying in the
middle stop midflight to listen to her beautiful voceo.” She is a legendary woman with
a peerless beautiful voice. It is said that she was born in Chatan and is buried in a
grave halfway up Chatan Castle. There is also a theory that she was from Chatanya (a
trade name) in Inoha, Motobu-cho.

252 ¥ D LIEA
PEFEB AR — 7 — (1750~1844)

BRBN—U—(LBERECEBNLTRERL BER(XF
MWLEFHEN) ELTHOMONTNET  R—I—DPEARELD/EK
WEEI#Z<HY. HATICITZEDREICHIEDEEATDHYE
L7 R=0—($1750F E BB ICEE N, D391 mOEFIIE
AREVERBOREZHYNERR I MZ[ERR][CHHEL,
ZLTI5EDEF, —HDEFAR—I—(IRTZRIDETETDEE
A FELI,

Multi-Talented Man of Culture
Tokashiki Peku (1750-1844)

Tokashiki Peku was known as a calligrapher (a person who is good at
writing) with excellent talent and witty intellect. There are many funny stories
in which Peku is the protagonist and they were so popular that they even
became the subject of plays before the war. Peku was born in Akada Village,
Shuri in 1750, and when he was 91 years old, he was given the name island
of Chatan Magiri Maeshiro and changed his surname from ‘Tokashiki' to
'Maeshiro'. And at the age of 95, the eccentric Paeku ended his life at Kuwae
no Mae's hermitage.
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