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Chatan Three Villages Great Tug of War

The Chatan Three Villages Great Tug of War (Ounna), held once every 12 years, is
Chatan's largest traditional event held on June 25th of the lunar calendar in the year
of the Tiger by former Aza Chatan, Tamayose and Dendo. It has
been held for more than 300 years to pray for a bountiful §
harvest and good health.
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ZEOEE- A Eisa Festival
EFThbhEd . BEEILFE Every year, youth associations in each district, including the Chatan Youth
)y > NI Federation, perform their Eisa dance at Kuwae Park. It is a popular event where
gﬁg{%ﬁ%ﬂ;}i&;—jgk the energy of the audiences rise to a climax with the lively dance.
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Village Theatre

The village theatre held performances mainly on the night of the 15th HEB(CHIOTILH D
Pumerous siyles of aditonal hoatr. The pictur i of “Ghaya o UTuSh: BETID L SRERL
performed every August 15th of the lunar calendar in Aza Sunabe. fcEhvbnsitaR2
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Chatan Choro Festival

This event honors Chatan Choro (Zen monk Nanyoshokou), who is

Lion Dance said to have introduced the Myoshinji school of Buddhism to Okinawa

The lions used in lion dances are usually enshrined in their respective storage houses in for the first time and is held annually on September 15th of the lunar
each village and are brought out during village festivals for games and harvest celebra- calendar. Originally, the three villages of Chatan held the event on
tions. In Chatan Town, the lion dance has been handed down in the former Aza Sunabe March 3rd of the lunar calendar, but in 1922, the Okinawa Historical
and Ire districts. In particular, the lion dance of the former Irei district is characterized by Sites Preservation Society built the Chatan Choro Nanyo Zenii

the appearance of two monkeys in addition to the lion. Pagoda, and changed the festival to be held at the village level.
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7I1—XU< Fenusima
T1—X7E. 2E0EBEKEDHIESTHDEL T, FHEPEEZR(IC Fenushima is a stick dance that is performed at village games and harvest
HUONAERUD- ST, LA Tl ARt ADE 2 SR EATRE festivals to bring bountiful harvest and good health. In Ch_atan Town, it has

4 e e been preserved and handed down by the Minaminoshima Preservation
HASN KMEIZOLERADVEDELTRLONET. Society and is performed as an opening act during the Great Tug of War.
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~Journey through the time and space of Chatan Town~
Chatan Town is dotted with various old and new cultural properties.

Cultural Property
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National Historic Site Ireibaru Ruins

At the Ireibaru Ruins, a nationally designated historic site, the first and
oldest discoveries in the prefecture have been made one after another,
and you can learn about the changes in lifestyles and the natural environ-
ment over the past 7,000 years.
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National Historic Site Chatan Castle Ruins
Chatan Castle (14th to 16th century) is the only castle that remains in Chatan
Town, and boasts one of the top five scales in size within the prefecture.
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National Registered Tangible Cultural Property Chatan Town Uchina-ya

T he building was relocated and restored from an old private house that survived the battle of Okinawa, and still
retains its good old appearance.
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