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Human resource development, cross-cultural exchange, industry

In Chatan Town, in order to develop human resources with a rich international flavor, we are conducting an overseas study abroad project for junior high and high
school students who will lead the next generation.

Connecting with Global Chatanchu (people from Chatan Town)

Chatan Town and other Okinawa municipalities sent off many immigrants before and after the war,
and even now, immigrants and their children are active in their local communities and serve as a bridge
for international exchange with Japan.

Chatan Town accepts those who live in Peru and other South American countries who have
immigrant roots to our town as trainees. In the hope that it will contribute to the development of Japan
and the promotion of international goodwill, we have been expanding this project to accept trainees
from overseas since 2002 and have accepted 29 trainees up until this year.year.project to accept
trainees from overseas since 2002 and have accepted 29 trainees up until this year.
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Furthermore, since 1990, Okinawa Prefecture has held the “World
Uchinanchu Festival” once every five years to honor the achievements of
fellow Uchinanchu (people with roots from Okinawa) around the world,
passing on our cultural identity to future generations. In relation to this, we
began the “Welcome to Chatanchu World Project’, hosting cultural
exchanges between our townspeople and those with immigrant roots from
Chatan Town.
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British dispatch exchange

In 1840, when the Indian Oak, a British ship, was wrecked on the coast of
Chatan, the people of Chatan rescued many crew members. In 2000, after UK’s
then prime minister Tony Blair came to visit Chatan as a symbol of respect for the
Indian Oak crew, starting from 2001, the Dean Magna School in Gloucestershire,
England, started accepting study abroad students. Furthermore, since 2013, we
have been accepting students from the UK, turning into a mutual exchange.
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Before the war, Chatan Town was famous in Okinawa for its rice production. However, after the war and
followed by the US military’s requisition of land and later urban development, the agricultural sector significant-
ly decreased. Currently, our primary sector makes only 0.6% of the town’s industry, while the secondary sector

is 13.2% and tertiary industry makes 82.7%.
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Short-term study abroad in Hawaii

Since 2013, junior and senior high school students have
been sent to Hawaii in the United States with the aim of
experiencing foreign climates and cultures, deepening
mutual understanding through exchanges, and improving
their ability to adapt to the international society.
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The fishing industry operates with the Hamagawa Fishing Port as a base for production, and aims to promote
new methods of collaboration by developing ties with tourism, leisure and the marine industry.

We also encourage our townspeople to take part in local farming and agriculture for themselves, by interac-
tion and ikigai farming through the townspeople’s farm. In addition, in the tourism industry, we are refining
resources, facilities, and services to enhance the unique charm and interest of Chatan Town.
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