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Chatan Village Office

Before the war, the Chatan Village Office was located inside the
current Kadena Air Base. It was the center of Chatan Village at the
time, with a concentration of public facilities such as elementary
schools and the Hanzan Station run by the prefectural railway
company.
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Military Route 1 and Chatan Castle

Military Route 1 is the current day Japanese National
highway, Route 58, and the small hill on the right is
Chatan Castle.
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-Village Theatre

The village theatre held performances mainly on the night
of the 15th day of the 8th month of the lunar calendar at
village plazas, featuring numerous styles of traditional
theatre. The picture is of “Choja no Ufushu” performed
every August 15th of the lunar calendar in Aza Sunabe.

Chatan Magiri Era

Chatan used to consist of nine “villages”: Aniya, Chatan, Kuwae, Hanzan, Sunabe, Noguni, Yara, Kadena, and Yamauchi. It is said
that these “villages” were later divided and joined by 5 new “villages”(Tamayose, Dendo, Ire, Hamagawa, and Nozato), resulting in 12
“villages”. In the 41st year of Meiji (1908 AD), a special town and village system was enacted, and the 12 “villages” were changed to
“aza” respectively, and the magiri was changed to “mura.” However, Chatan changed drastically during the Second World War.

After their defeat during World War Il, the entire village of Chatan was occupied by the U.S. military, forcing them to open a temporary
village office in Goeku Village (current day Okinawa City) to start their new local government. On October 22nd, 1946, part of the
village was finally permitted for the villagers to live in, and many gradually returned. However, the center of the village was still
occupied by the U.S. military, and the expansion of Kadena Air Base led to the division of the village into northern and southern areas,
leading to the formation of Kadena Village. mgﬁ“ﬁﬁ?ﬁ.
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BE AN HDEEZONET Local Town Government
As the town became gradually liberated from the US military bases, in April 1980, 8
administrative districts were reorganized into 10 marking the beginning of the town’s
new development. In 2007, the 11th administrative district, Mihama Ward, was

On the light railway tracks before the war
created and in 2020, the town celebrated it's 40th anniversary of local government.

The Okinawa Prefectural Railway opened in 1914 and was an important
means of transportation that operated until just before the Battle of
Okinawa. The section between Naha and Kadena began operating in
1922. The photo is believed to have been taken on the railroad tracks near
the former Hamagawa aza hamlet.

KX DB 7

49N 5 — ) DRSS AEKEETEENTON, KE
EHOERI L EDETEAL, BRI U Y~k T2
UnYELySEELE LR,

:It'ﬁ" [NIVZ ;?‘)l/ The Chatan Tunnel

HIRTH jf:jté‘;}}g@jt(:%é;‘ggﬁl:\ BA:A In 1905, the first stone tunnel in Okinawa
=5 = o e opened in lke Castle, north of Chatan

384 (1905%) [THBTHRAIDAEN IV E Castle, known back then as a difficult
LTEBLELE, SRR AEKAIDBA  road. In 1944, towards the end of World

3 i < War |l, the Japanese Imperial Army
195 (1944%) [CAARB(CLOTRAMADIR destroyed the ceiling of the tunnel, and

N, BAB3AE TIC, FREL/KE(CLDT by the following April 3rd, the US army
=a i< EUELE, ?haedtulﬁrrlgﬁd and completely destroyed

Development of the Mihama district

The 49-hectare Kuwae land reclamation project was carried out and
together with the partially returned area from US military bases, the
Mihama Town Resort American Village was created.
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